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Attitudes toward the Aged as a Function-a. Race and Social Class James A. Thorson, M.Ed. In a prior study (Thorson, Hancock, and Whatley, 1973 and 197 it was reported that experimental data indicated more pOsitive attitudes toward older persons were held by test Subjects who had a greater number of years of education, and more negative attitudes on the part of subjects who were themselves older. That study analyzed results obtaed from administering Kogan's.Attitudes ToWard Old People Scale (Kagan, 1961) to sample groupso,fatudents (N -61) and practitioners in service'delivery to the elderly (N=55).
Parallel r search has appeared since that first study was completed that Yin art confirms the reported results. .Sister Marion Gillis (1973) aS pub ished data indicating a trend toward more positive attitudes as t e num er of years of education of test subjects increases, but ound a biguous results when testing for the variable of subjects' age, leng h of time spent With the elderly, and type of employing agency. She cites studies by Campbell (1971) and Brown (1967) 
Method
In the previous research reported by 'Thorson, Hancock, and Whatley, it was suggested that the variables of subjects' race and social class might also have an effect on their attitude toward older persons. The objective of the present study was to follow-up with additional subjects and test for these variables.
To control for age and education, a sample group (N -98) was drawn that consisted of individuals who were at nearly the same age and had the same number of years in education. The Kogan OP scale is a 34 item Likert-type instrument that asks the respondent to agree or disagree to various degrees with statements about older people. The OP scale has been used in several studies and has been cross-validated by Kogan -(1961) and by Silverman (1966) .
Results-
The completed scales for the high school group were tabulated and analyzed for the variables of race and social status. In an analysis of variance, almost no effect on attitude could be found for either of these variables (see Table 1 ).
Further analysis was done, combining present data with information gathered for the previously reported study. This gave combined sample groups of 55 practitioners, 61 university undergraduate and graduate students, and 98 high school students. Since the prior test subjects had not been classified by race and social class, comparisons could be drawn for the total group only on the variables of gge and years of education.
4
Results are shown In Table 1 . An analysis' of variance of the responses on the OP scale of th6) combined group of 194 found no significant variation in attitude by subjects' age. This is consistent with the data reported by Gillis. The third analysis tested for variation in attitude by years of education, and this variable was found to be highly significant (p r..01). This also could be said to be consistent with the results of studies by Gillis, Campbell , and by Brava..
*Implications
Of the 194 sub ects who completed the Kogan OP scale, the only significant differe ce in attitude that was found was by years of education. ,There s a relationship demonstrated ti4t positive attitude toward the elderly increased with the number of years of education of the test subject (see Table 2 ). The clear dividing line between group: holding different attitudes was between the noncollege groups and licSe*Nhaving some post-secondary education. An analysis of the co ined group did not demodstrate a significant relationship betwe n subjects' age and attitude toward the aged. 
